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Abstract: Multimodal remote sensing image matching serves as a vital foundation for multi-source remote
sensing information fusion applications and represents an international research hotspot in photogrammetry
and remote sensing. Multi—source sensors can capture complementary surface characteristics from diverse
physical dimensions. Consequently, multimodal remote sensing images are gradually superseding single-
source data in modern remote sensing applications, emerging as the dominant data source in both academia
and industry. However, due to fundamentally disparate imaging mechanisms, pronounced non-linear radio-
metric differences and geometric distortions exist across multimodal images, posing severe challenges to
conventional matching methods and making the preservation of geometric consistency and rigorous spatial
alignment a critical bottleneck in collaborative processing. We aim to systematically review and analyze the
research progress of multimodal remote sensing image matching technologies over the past decade. A fine-

grained taxonomic architecture comprising three core categories: area—based methods, feature—based methods,
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and deep learning—driven methods, is established, systematically summarizing the underlying mechanisms

and current research status of existing algorithms. Furthermore, current technical bottlenecks and future

evolutionary trends are thoroughly discussed, alongside a comprehensive elaboration of mainstream open-—

source datasets and quantitative evaluation metrics. We strive to provide researchers with reliable technical

references and research guidance for selecting appropriate matching methods tailored to specific application

scenarios.

Key words: multimodal remote sensing imagery; tie point matching; area—based matching methods; fea-

ture-based matching methods; deep learning
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Fig. 1 Taxonomy and Evolutionary Process of Multimodal Remote Sensing Image Matching Methods
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ZRRBIE . P, 2R T v DL RUR R S O B
R, U HAE 2 B35 5 AR VL L U, 48 K 2 8005
B UL SRR S A% O BT, TR D 3 s A
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SR FRAIE UG T 2 16 52 W 5 55 AL % PR 98 951 B
B A% O AT 55 22—, A Jo J2 i o 2 799 e s 22 Wt
AR R TR AR AE (I A i B GRS SR ) L
XSGR A AT X AR IR R R IR R Tk E Y
P N A s S AR AE 22 T (8 A R DT 4 ST
5 5 AR 0 JUART X6 07 26 22 (RPR] 44 A ) i el A2
1.2.1 AT SIFT R My 4 42 IE L7 %

SCHRL 60 4 HY 18 RUBE AN 2 R ik 22 4 (scale-in-
variant feature transform, SIFT ) &% /E 4 dL iy
BT FRE RS2 AR VT LB 1 78 R4 o Z RS
FRAE VS L7 v6 A% 0 JE Al . HAZ O T A
b A8 S v T 25 A A T B R DU R B A (R AR A L &5
G B BE D7 ] B B 43 TE G B R T ) R H —
A6 BE 5 1] B 5 T 4 34 - 34 5 X O AR Ak Y
Bk . SR, SIFT W H T 2 825 3 5t 0 Jmy BR
75 T4 R Z4 NRD 43 808k

B X5 SIFT #9 Joy BRAE A SC BT I AN B4R i T
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1) J5 1 BRI 5 S 8l e S SCHR 61 ] 5 xF
TG 5 LU AP SAR ) B R I 3 e IR 5 B i T BB
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SIFT,GOR-SIFT) . GOR-SIFT 7 fE £ i
W B BE 7 1) 7™ 4 PR A AE [ O, | FEL Y, AT AE AR
T3 B 1 DR S 30 A ) R YRR AR A T I
B, W ERS TS BRILE W IER R, CHk[62]
TU) DA B AR ) e M v B0 A R T - R -
77 7] SIFT (position-scale-orientation SIF T, PSO-
SIFT) . 1% % ik B Sobel 3§ W #% #) # R =
[i) , 30 5 T S R OGRS T ) S R
JEAE R A R b SCT R LG 7l 22 58
25 1Y — FPE 7 BRI TR R RR JL AT AS 28 1 114 )
FIF R 5 51 X i SRS 1 A R B R T o

2) 5 AN 00 S R M AL L BT X R Bk AR
PERYOL 5 SAR TLRFZR LD, SCRR[ 63 42 11 T
Jt % & SAR SIFT (optical-to-SAR SIFT, OS-
SIFT) 8. Ik 1 40— 8k B i S A
KRB RRMS . £ xR B RAZR
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HESR I 2% o TERFAEARR I B B , OS-SIFT 2 T 5+
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PEVCEL IR 8 T T 3R R M A ik 2% .
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1) 275 mIE PR R . SCik[64 ] 455
A ZT7 [ UE B, 42 T X 8-Gabor BT K #
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I R AT UL 5 K U A1 AR s AR b B e B
fE, B E I TERESILE MR EM. A,
LGHD 75 4 fiF A6 U By B AT 05 HI i 2 B I 328 2y ik
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B, S BOHAE 55 0 B AR H X 5 &
AR S a3 L AT o) 7 o Al B8 s LGHD AN H
#F w2 RER, FA BA e 5 RE
225 0B AN B T B = RRAE R AE AL L 2R
I ) e 2 A R A RO A T DR T A T BRSO

2) AT SR pUERE Y o O v A O AR
X R AE s A ) 0, SCHRL66 148t T 48 S A A2
¢ fiIE A% #i (radiation variation-insensitive feature
transform, RIFT) , % PC # 5 FAST 45 & #4 i
PC-FAST £l 7, A &L 5¢ BL T #5245 A9 B2 5 L
faf 5 A, FF BTt 1 i 2 I R % 45 AL 04 5 E 4 iR B
3, IBL AR 5 o SR, 2B X 1 SR Hr
B, e 2 AN 728 P 1 A0 BRU™ S ARORSE T T 3R O % %
W Sk P, THE A I Ah  RIFT 5
Btz 2 RO G 32800 70 1 6 RO 22 = 1

& BGER I PERE I TR

A AL P 25 T R AR . SCHR (67 142 i 1 AR 4B
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12530 2o 47 4 R R A B JR B8 LR 1 DR E AR
B /N [ ARLE, 45 4 Harris 81 52 90 E 55
FEI, [] B 8 T 1] A L PRT e T HOR A b 0 A%
SR, S T8 A N 72 AR R R SR TR A A3 ) £ R
Bl o

RS AR o SCHRL68 T 482 Hh 1 )=
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feature transform, LNIFT) . % & 1k 223 o &
R — 1R S 4 52 AR e S5 2 00 ) 9 TR A A 2,
M TG 8% 155 #2 20 iE 19 ORB (oriented FAST and ro-
tated BRIEF ) &l 7 5 ] 4k 77 17 B 2 207 &1
SR, HARSR WY T SIFT 1R £ A9 3% 05 A B 0 —
55 W, 76 T8 I ) B0 NRD Bif, HC e % A A8 k45 6
P T AN

3) WML S Rk A A . B X £
Te1) Y08 D AL B B AR ) i T, AR O I 5T T R 1) RO 3
N5 P RE L AR i 3 ¥k

ROz 507 m RS G o SCERI70] 42
T T 7 1) U8 B AR Y DT BC J5 32 (oriented filter-
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JB PC-FAST # @l /™ 4% ) 2 (8 LA 4 7 5, L
fifp e RURE 4 T 1) L, 3 Rl 5 1) R 5 L RS A 3
Sy H6 SIFT #3875 Z B VLI PE fE I 4>
i 7 RIFT .ASS X LNIFT,

B LT g5 A A . SCERL71 )80 1 AL
A 77 18] B J5 K (histogram of the orientation of
weighted phase, HOWP) o % 5k 4 8 1 = B (1
R A AL — EOrE AR 92 30K B E AL, O 58 42 LU
log-Gabor /N B AR AL G2 () — B B B, LA AR BE - 22
ShAL N 22 M R E 8 T 1) B Rk S 48
DI A 4, R iR A 1 B v X RUBE 5 e e W 2 Y
B

KREAL S 28 S0 . SCHRL72 145 1 1 £
B -5 - ROBE 5] 0y JL AR 5 5 EE AN AR R AE AR 4
(position-orientation-scale guided geometric and
intensity-invariant feature transformation, POS-
GIFT) o B LG5I AT Ar Al ok 2 15 06 1 4% 4
B R G N SOR AR 2 (B AR AR AE 1)
ey s v B U KT X i S R 0 W (L X L
BOHX TR 20 NRD B & e 1 Rk HU , B A 2
W& T A S AR S A e, AR 2R Y JLART A 3
B B2 i e S B TR E s vh A2 31 7 — s BRI .
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WL ARG o) A i . SCHRI74 14
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KRS AGRERNZ E R IR . BT
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Bl E N TR BE Y B e Xk R M TR
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AN REAE IR R) 27 20 DA R 35 5 285 W 5 45 SR g,
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1.3.1 A FRE ST B T By ik

JE TR BE 2 ) 0 S AR R AL i 5 DT T
5 E R FH A B il 22 I 265 B2 L8 B S 4 AL Pk R AR
AT AL X NRD 6 # (14 B 15 11 5 A DLk i 22
B,

1) % RAE S By Be X R 2 1], RIS
F R A TR 4 4 R 24 A R AE B 6 2 ]
SCk [ 80 ] H R B FR 25 FRAIE N 4% (deep dense fea-
tures network , DDFN) , £ Xf ;2% -SAR 5 14 It it
Wit 7 2 46 Siamese W 4, B )22k H 3X 3 B
W, JE 3 — 1k 5 L PR B i VS pR AR, B i 9 )2
18 R WA ARFEIE , DA DR T A 5218 25 (6] 43
BT 227 O M s A AR 41, O
aob PR AR L A g R A A i T DC R S R

KT D TC W) bR A B A TR B R R 8
P T B3 B ey DR L 15 DG TC 38 R A IR) A, SCHR[ 81T
R —M =P B g U E S IR . H
Se, RT3 Al 6 3RO e AR h B
LS P 5 Y DX BB, K S 4 e 18 48 R
FEWR A B DX 3l A ) DX o 2% 32 U 1 &2
FUBERRAEAR L, R B Rl B 2 8 43 HE R L AT 45
55 UR 2 5 SCBAR , 145 B R AE 28 18] AR OG5
S PR R ORG JRE VT TE A 40 AR 5 e e, 3 3 15 DG E 1)
% 19X 2 e Ak JLART 40 0 OC B, i v AT & M ) D T
iR
2) BT G R S B RLR X P A L, IR
ARk, v T R LR S B RS P ) AR LA R Y
Bl B AR R AR HE ) 1 A5 (R S5 H 1 38 %)
I 1R B

XY E U E . SCERI82]4: i T A
1 4 5% 45 M) R {IE (attention-enhanced structural
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P Rl LA AR, Bl S 51 A 2 00 X e E )
B, ¥ 22 RS R AF 2 B 5 38 38 78 5 ) (T 0
T FRAFBLE NS PE A G 1 ) 2 R E T (H
TR RGBS FRXE)REME, B
FARTE T REETE G AW 2 RRE T R N 2 AR K
A A WY S 5 T Wz AR fE

4) Wa B X Be i e X 5% o i Gk 7R bR EE BR —
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I HL, SCRRE84 T8 1O 48 -SAR 1Y Cy-
cleGAN (optical-SAR CycleGAN, OS-Cycle-
GAN) M £, fif ] 7 IiC #E 19 SAR-JG 2% 52 R Hll
2k, it SAR BG4 5067 3 SAR Y WL [m) B S
ML, 552 B 5 B 25 25 40 X0 5%, R 51 A 2 )2 80
BUEE B S AR A i, O DL RS B 5 B M B 3
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1.3.2 A TRAFIHFIELT RS &

5 4 SR SRR AL A TR U AR AR B B DS
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1) B e HER ) 53 aE Ve i . &1 X JL A
ALV 5 5 RO BRGS0, I AR Sk B T
Transformer 428 1Y) 22 RUBE 22 B ARG 1 28 1%
PEHERE . SCHR[85 142t T B T B % 1 728 e 4%
(shifted window transformer, Swin Transformer )"
B4 3l FH VT BE #8 (Swin Transformer-based universal
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BBy Bt R A Swin Transformer ‘& 1 W 4% , il i )2
P 0 EE SRALE DA R L
SR 2 RORE R AE A8 B AR VE I By Be ikt 394 12
R R DT e 8 o N RRURE LB AR 5 R ] e 3 4
7 35 468 56 A5, R DG C SR R 3 B 1 RE AR 5 OB 1]
Softmax fit A7 &, AR R L Ak 3 2 o] )9 45 FR
T A AR 22, IR A A 2 G PR AL ARG
FiC 2R AR 40 2% 40 DT C R R AR A 0 2 AT AR R E AR
RUR 2245 WA TR BL AL X NRD 5 & 7% JL A 15 A2 (1Y
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2) R WSS Z 908 Uik A . BT
2B B ARAE R S, SRR (87 J 42t T — M LT
g3 V2 H B R DT J5E 19 22 46 4% A B MatchF ormers,
R R A R AT R R R 28 S )
4 AE VUL , MatchFormer 2 B T — b 75 & A2
JER A NE S UN Ty i S 3 R R (N =2 R
BEZRNERIEMATEE N SN EFERT, i —
AT T LR

iR E X ul 5. SCRRI88] 4 i 7 —Fh LA
i X 5] % 4 )8 (semantics to lead all, SemILA) [y
W 2%, FH T 2050 5 R D6 2 AR 1Y B DL ] % 5%
KA o SemLA MR 0 BUEUE B 5 SUME Bk A

Pt 25 I 45 1 B A B BB, A Y T SO A 5 s T
A AE B IR AR 2S5, LS BURS HEDT I

3) XEXGFHEEREMIRZEM®., U
A D Dy B, SCER[89 4 il T RE T RIS A
T N AIE R A e A RS 00 B A R
PE it J7 32 (cross-modal image matching with mod-
al-adaptive feature modulation and sparse trans-
former fusion, CM2-STNet) , CM2-STNet 7£ F
fIE $2& BUB B R FH 22 ROBE RRAE & T35 45 5 22 B X
Swin Transformer f30  il o sh 25 % 0 R 40 56 0&
S R A R AR A B TR VE T B B iR 3 o) )2
T W < oML DT C 38 1 X 1] Softmax B A5 B 4 B 07 1
e 3 £, K DG TC R Ry 3 480 150 RRAIE 5 X 1m) T )
DA A B AR R DG Ak 3 [m] 5 5 AR e ) %
2 I8 A Z B R R AL NRD 5 &
Z T AT Wy A ) B A

SR M AR BE AR 28 . SCER[90 ] 48 B
HREAS AR VU I 119 5 AR 25 A8 72 19 24% (efficient mo-
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PR ZE IRAE 42 30 o 2000 R 2% (45 T bR 4 A 22
T SCgm A #8  SuperPoint 56 5 &G I 2% Al
SuperGlue FIVE L5 7%) | 5 5% 5 9 2 1 N 45 ——
18 JZ % 251 T W48 4T B IR )1 25 52 BB A R
AR EAE A 20 A O 0 L 4G 1 L OC R 7R
TR, 3 o O ) 285 i B 22 S S AR B () 1 SCOGHK
FRAE 48 S A2 0 2% 1 7 5 B S 70 1 X g O &R D
T sE A ), 5 = u R - 2R TR R ] 2 A e
BN AR AR AT, DL e NRD 5 B FEAE Dt £8
DL R 22 9 M U R R

4) B RS I B0 4R AR . SBR[ 95 42
15 A2 PRI A% VT ] 1% 508 28 i a2 AR A Y (data-gene-
rating iterative model, DGIM) . DGIM 2% i ¢ Ik
Bl A RS A OHE B2 S i B A5 BCE 1 A R
B P A2 e A B 5 B T S8 ) H — AR Y
% it A R RS R R R (PN 2 AR+ XL
& 451 20 ) P Ak 22 XUk 125 50 25 PR 0T AR BT 4
RS 22 7 S BUNFRAE 20 A i 72 L R TR & 224
VT WO AL, 25 G 5% 22 T AR TP A5 BRI 2 4 i 2 R
Jrs TR AIE , 718 46 45 G B 6 A 2K 42 SRy BT SO
i kA0 R RS R WA T AR R R A R
2 fif B g A AR BE R AE I D [ AR A S B B
FRAEVCTL .

TS5 G TR A ) 1 2 RS AR VL E U7 v
Je B AR — W T, AH R BR P R A W 3, A
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DN ISR €A TR R A TR & B e L b
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i ) AR 5 22 5, % 3 A7 7 Rl 24 NRD LA R £
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HEIFTFIR T — R 5060 45 A B 4 A Y S ofe
B 5 B 85O0 -SAR D6AE-2080 Ol T i
K2 REgE . RCRGEEM T 45 E
T 12 AR 2 B2 8 B AR B 4R L TR AN
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RIERILE TR L,

SENI-2 4 41 Bl B 25  SAR+ L
5B UE A WS 5% 15 (Sentinel-1) XU /b SAR T

B 54 25 (Sentinel-2) Z Y6t 2% TLAL 43 9
A 10 m L HOE B 5 e 2R T R R T A R
Mo ER 5T & SR B 4% A AR 5y 44
T4, A5 282 384 X JAE X 5 M IE G V) F, 4k
ST T AR R AR T 3 Ta) X 1 G 3R o

SARptical F46 5"« 5 25 ML 208 K14k
AT o PR F RS TerraSAR-X R UL
K SAREAR , AR5 HEF 43135 0.2 m AT 1 m.
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TAZ 0 DX % 4 e J2 SR L 40 % 380 10 000 X bk
HE S B2 AR SR T ™ % 1 WAR R 2 8] X g
HAH

OSDataset 2.0 ¥4 &£ . @/ & 4 = 5
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1%, 5% 14N E K6 476 X 0.43 m 43 R 1
512X 512 A8 U1  $RA0L T W G B L %5 Rl 43 A 1
A7 B T 44 SFEAE % B PP Ay A AR

3MOS $4s £ ¥ D EEBRE L2 R
SAR T B IR b2k A FH ek, SAR
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SAT .RCM %5 5 K ik 514, 70 HF 3 5 B 3.5~
12.5 m. Bl A& 113 000 %624 -SAR # 14 4)
R A N TR 3 )RR AR 25 /N T L
GRS o HER B RIS 0 2 AR DC 5k R 4t
TP L

SpaceNet 6 Fr 454" Maxar il &2 B & 4
AR 1% (WorldView R, 4r ¥ %4 0.3~
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4 B 3l R e S TR A A KT R AR
K AR N RS bR Il 44 B AE S L fH 3R .
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10 mo B A5 4 BRET 0 B TR R Rl Tl 1) A 0 A
DX, I FH R 4 ) 50 5% 22 B 1F $2 U HEAS
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SOPatch #4647 . # A HH# A SEN1-2,
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Table 1 Summary of Typical Benchmark Datasets for Multimodal Remote Sensing Image Matching

WAL

LGRS i A E (€ E T

. B B T AR AT R K U TR 5 AR o
SEN1-2 SAR+ 2 ) )
10 m, Kbk 256 X 256 14 % , 4k 282 384 X 5414
A7 R 2 I X e R AT e A A MR T 5
SARptical SAR+ 2 SARFEAZA PR M 1 m AR RN 0.2 m, ]
SO 112X 112483, 2t 10 000 X 52144

OSDataset i 5 S SR SR 2% v SR I T A R L Ll oK R L B
)0 SAR+ 62 55K it 28 S IX 45 SRS PRI E VS 10 3 5% AR BER R

3MOS 5 SAR+ 63

0.43 m, R}y 512X 51244 %, 4L 6 476 X414
Y55 S S M HX Tl X R AT 3
X2l K AR A, A% 53 HE %l 3.5 ~12.5 m, R5F 2

256X 256 1% % , 3£ 113 000 X 5 1%
TR0 1T 17 22 1l SR 4 TR B S AR B S DT
W A2 B0 0.3~0.5 m, K5F 2 900 X 90015 2

SpaceNet 6 SAR+ 2
33401 W 1%
WHU-SEN. A B AR A IR IR Ry L e AR R Tl
City SAR+ % P A R 10 m, Rk Ry 512X 51248 %, 3t
13 674 %5414
T8 76 T SRR L AR T S R ) AR
SOPatch SAR+ 2 B A1 ~10 m, R5F 8 64X 6414 %, i 650 000 4F
A
KA 5B IR BT, A5 0 2 8 A SRR AL
AN KAL) T [ PR I A b A T 38 S D RO R RS
MapData 1 TR L7 SR N 0.5 ~2m, JSF Ry 512X 51248 %, 3 121 781
Xt A%
N BT ACH (LXK B T SR SR NI S K
JetE LA SAR - ) -
RAMMR . i 22 B THT 5 22 RE AL LR b 3, 245 50 BES T 1~10 m,
JF 2 500 X 50018 %, Ik 24 X5 A%
T R IR T 2T 1 D Bt S AU 1 5, e S AR S
NIR-VIS-RS LIHM 6 B KRS MR A 5 IR AR X, R AR O
10 m, R 512X 51244 %, 3L 90 X #4%
) T B IR T I L Tl )X R S R il 34 i 4
CityMMReg-
i JerF SARLIAN AR PR N 0.5~2 m, R 512X 51214 %, il
10 000 ¥} 5414
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